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Mia Bestvater and Colin George built a �nancial literacy website called Common Cents, which covers money-related topics that their peers commonly encounter.

Mia Bestvater and Colin George have had their minds on money a lot lately… so other teens might have money on their

minds a little more than they might otherwise.

The two grade 9 students at Centre scolaire Léo-Rémillard in Winnipeg spent the last few months building a �nancial

literacy website called Common Cents: Learn More to Save More (https://cdawg1055.wixsite.com/commoncents), which

was recently in the running for a national award.

Their e�ort to promote money knowledge among teens was one of 10 nominees up for a $10,000 prize as part of the ‘‘My

Money My Future Challenge’’ put on by the Canadian Foundation for Economic Education and sponsored by CIBC.

The funny thing is the classmates at the bilingual school got on board not because of the potential to win a hefty sum that

could help pay for post-secondary education or a new car — both goals of the students.

"Our social studies teacher presented the idea … and said, ‘Hey, if anyone wants to do this, go for it,’" says Bestvater, a

dancer who also loves to paint.

"We didn’t even know there was a cash prize."

Heck, the two students at the onset weren’t all that into personal �nance.

"It wasn’t really an interest for me," say George, who plays hockey, plans on trying out for football next year and enjoys

reading about mythology.

"We were just like ‘This seems like a fun challenge. Let’s do it,’" adds Bestvater.
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What the duo did have was plenty of time during a year of mostly learning remotely.

In fact, developing a website was the ideal extracurricular lockdown project.

"It allowed us to both access our project easily," while adhering to physical distancing requirements, Bestvater says.

It turns out the competition organizers had the pandemic on their mind too.

"Besides the health issue with COVID, the other big challenge for many people has been �nancial," says Gary Rabbior,

president of the non-pro�t Canadian Foundation for Economic Education.

"So we’re dealing in a topic that many families may have on their mind lately."

Rabbior points to mounting research demonstrating a correlation between �nancial stress and mental health challenges.

"So many people, when they lose control of their �nancial situation, can get into prolonged periods of stress and anxiety

that ultimately impact mental health."

At the same time teens are coming into their own �nancially: opening bank accounts, getting cell phone plans or even

purchasing an automobile. In turn, they need help navigating this new area of life that can be intimidating.

Common Cents aims to make it less so. The two students designed the website to make personal �nance accessible, using

easy-to-understand language, animated videos, social media and links to credible online �nancial resources like

Investopedia.

The students’ teacher, Jasmine Bohémier, says what prompted her to recommend the competition was it encouraged

participants to explore �nancial literacy to decide how to best interest their peers.

They "could create an app, video, podcast, play, presentation, animation, song, art, ad, poem, game or, in Mia and Colin’s

case, a website… (to) inspire other adolescents… to help bring their future goals to fruition," she wrote in an email to the

Free Press.

Entries from each province in the national competition featured a slightly di�erent approach, including the top three

winners, announced last week in a virtual presentation:

● First place and $10,000 went to a team from Ottawa for a board game called "Breadwinner" where players run a bakery

and try to not to fall into debt.

● A teen from Newfoundland took second spot and $5,000 for a �nancially themed escape room.

● Third place was awarded to an Alberta team that created an online game called "Make Gerald Rich", named after their

teacher.

The Manitoba entry — Bestvater and George’s project — received $250 along with the other entries that did not �nish in

the top three to commend and celebrate their �ne e�orts too, Rabbior says.

"Mia and Colin — at 15 and 14 — were two of the youngest contestants in the contest, and on top of that built a bilingual

site."

As the Winnipeg teens earlier mentioned, winning wasn’t really the goal. Then again, the $10,000-prize would have been

great, too, given they have ambitious goals and now recognize — thanks to their work creating Common Cents — the more

money know-how they have; the more likely they will be successful in their life pursuits.

"I started investing in mutual funds last year with a �nancial advisor," says George, who plans to contribute regularly to an

investment account to accumulate $1 million by age 65.

That’s in addition to other goals like saving for post-secondary education and even purchasing a car in the near future.

Bestvater wants to attend an Ivy League university (i.e. Harvard). To that end, she may start contributing to a RESP

(registered retirement savings plan).

If anything, the pair learned the early bird indeed is more likely to get its worm.

"One of the most important things we learned is to start young," Bestvater says.



The Winnipeg Free Press invites you to share your opinion on this story in a letter to the editor. A selection of letters to the editor are

published daily.

To submit a letter: 
• �ll out the form on this page, or 

• email letters@freepress.mb.ca, or 

• mail Letters to the Editor, 1355 Mountain Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2X 3B6.

Letters must include the writer’s full name, address, and a daytime phone number. Letters are edited for length and clarity.

"Developing good �nancial habits early really sets you on a good path for a solid �nancial future."
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